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betrayal, terror and torture. Flavor it with beheadings, burnings at the stake, witchcraft, pogroms, evil
illaging and plundering, adultery and boiling people in a bubbly mix of oil, tar and turpentine. And there
miscellaneous annoyances along the way to fill out the time.

inly the stuff of television -- the stuff of "Secret Files of the Inquisition," running four hours on PBS, two
nd two next Wednesday.

itis a docudrama, and too terribly true. The Inquisition, the Catholic Church's persistent prosecution
secution to protect its orthodoxy, took 600 years and change. Finally, in 1998, the church opened its
hives. This, then, is an extended televersion with some excruciating re-enactments and actor readings
-old-old transcripts and reflections by scholars, including a Vatican priest who didn't seem that happy
're on camera.

ot a blood-splattering series from executive-producer-director David Rabinovitch, unusual in an era of
nd dicing. In fact, most of the early hours plod -- though, restrained or not, there's a lot of menace here.

Iht not appeal to the faithful, who have had faith problems in recent years. This is not the church's
ur, or, actually, finest 600 years. In the Vatican, the office for the Inquisition has been long since

1. It's now the less-catchy Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. It was run by Cardinal Joseph
or from 1981 until two years ago, when he moved up to become Pope Benedict XVI.
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b What If God Were the Sun?

b The Slanted Screen

X The King of Queens

} American Experience: Alexander Hamilton

. The Shield

} American Idol: Idol Gives Back

} American Experience and Frontline: The Mormon
X Wallis & Edward

X The State Within

} Masterpiece Theatre: The Ruby in the Smoke
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b Delta Farce

X 28 Weeks Later

by Georgia Rule

} Perfect Stranger

} Aqua Teen Hunger Force Colon Movie Film for T
} Redline

% Disturbia

% Kickin' It Old Skool

X In the Land of Women

X The Far Side of Jericho
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